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Although only used

as a part- t ime

retreat,  Mathias has

achieved a very

permanent set t led

feel .  The smal l ,

personal  garden

around the

glasshouse creates a

pr ivate,  cot tage

atmosphere,

The inter ior  space

has been careful ly

ut i l ized, including

the neat k i tchen,

bui l t  into one corner

of  the inter ior

f rameworl( ,  and

hidden from view

behind a wicker

screen.

A rr i r reteenth-centLrry greenhoLrse has

been converted into a wonderful

weel(end retreat at  a rLr ral  honrestead

near HanrbLr rgl  i r r  Gernrany.

Every weel(end throLr gh the

sunrnrer months,  archi tect  arrd inter ior  deslgner

Mathias Schrürrder pacl(s his car and mal<es the hour

and a hal f  dr ive to his unr-rsLral  converted greenhoLtse/

set in the gardens of  a marrsion house. Here,  ntodern

conl for ts mingle wi t l r  a s i rxpler,  qLr ieter way of  l i fe in

t l re most spectacular and peaceful  set t ing.

tVl  athias f i rst  d iscovered the glasshouse eight

years ago dLr r ing a weel<end tr ip to the area. He was

lool<ing for a retreat wi th in easy reach of  Hanrbr-r  rg

when l re canre across GLrt  Testorf ,  an old large farming

estate or "gLrt ,"  st i l l  wi th i ts wor l<ntert 's  cot tages and

stables (sonre of  which have also s ince been converted

into homes).  He canre across t l re ruined slrel l  of  a

large greenhouse in what was once the l<i tchen gardens

for the community.  I i  is  more thatr  a centLt  ry old,  and

had beer l  unused for nrany years,  a11 d nrost  of  the

or ig inal  g lass panels were brol<err  or  missing. BLrt  the
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A wood burning

stove in the bedroom

provides warmth at

night for  s leeping.

The bedroom-made

from sol id br ick at

one end of  the

glasshouse -

provides a more

convent ional ,

enclosed inter ior

space. The reclaimed

f loorboards and r ich

red painted cei l ing

overhead provide a

contrast  to the glass

panel led rooms

bey o nd.

majest ic and imposing dec0rat ive i ron f rame of  the greenhouse was st i l l  s tandlng,

and with i t  the f ragments of  the bui ld ing/s or ig inal  character.  Mathias was

immediately capt ivated by the bui ld ing,  and approached the owners of  the gut wi th

the idea that he would renovate the ruin himsel f  i f  they would al low him to rent i t

f rom them on a long-term lease. And this is how i t  a l lcame about.

Al though the metal  f rameworl< was salvageable,  the remaining fabr ic of  the

bui ld ing had al l  but  crumbled, and for the most part  much of  i t  had to be rebui l t

using reclaimed mater ia l  where possible,  to retain the pat ina and authent ic

character.  Apart  f rom the addi t ion of  a few windows in the br ic l< sect ion,  the

exter ior  remains much as i t  would have lool<ed or ig inal ly.  And despi te i ts internal

adaptat ion f rom plant house to smal l -scale,  part- t ime home, the layout and div is ion

of the inter ior  space too is more or less unal tered. The only real  change Mathias

has made is to remove a low cei l ing in the br ick sect ion,  to open the space up, anci

create more height in the room. He has even managed to incorporate modenr

essent ia ls,  such as a l< i tchen, and bathroom, which is enclosed by part i t ion wal ls;

:nart  f rom these he has lef t  t ' 'e,vJv/  r rv

design of  lhe bui ld ing untouched.

The house is essent ia l ly  sp i t

into three rooms. The main

entrance leads through wooden

doors into the br ic l< sect ion

where the bedroom is now set

From here you enter the f i rst

glass space/ compris ing the

dining area. Ahead, throLr gh

glass doors one moves to t l re

f inal  area of  the house, a

glor ious,  sun-f i l led s i t t i rg

room that feels rather l i<e

a conservatory.  In both the

glass rooms the f loor has been

laid wi th old br ic l<s set  into

sand, which create a barn-

l i l<e atmosphere, evol<ing

both the vernacular or ig i r ts or

the bui ld ing,  and a rust ic sty le
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lV l  ore than anything, Mathias enjoys being part  of  what he cal ls a special

community,  l iv ing in a glor ious sett ing surrounded by the grandeur and her i tage

of an old country estate.  In contrast  to Hamburg there is no traf f ic  here,  no people

to bother you, only the sounds of  nature and a farm at wor l ( .  For more energet ic

days there are wal l<s along the rugged northern coast l ine which is c lose by.

Dining beneath a
glass cei l ing,
whether by dayl ight
or candlel ight ,  is  a
unique qual i ty to th is
intr iguing dwel l ing.

While electr ici ty and
running water have
been instal led, the
property lacks
heating, and Mathias
rel ies on the glass
panels to absorb any
natural l ight and
warmth from the
sun. So, for the most
part,  the house is
used mainly in
summer,
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